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are still being prospected, and 2 cwt of the material have
been sent for analysis to the Tata Institute, Bangalore.
Salt or "common salt" (chloride of sodium), the produc-
tion of which is a Government monopoly, is manufactured,
under the supervision of the Salt Department, in factories
on the shores of the Bay of Bengal and Gulf of Manaar
by concentrating sea-water in shallow evaporating pans
formed by levelling and embanking the ground. In the
Ceded Districts, and especially in Bellary, mounds of earth,
called modas, survive as memorials of the days when the
Upparas (salt-workers) manufactured earth-salt from saline
soils, for consumption by the poorer classes and cattle.
Saltpetre or nitre (nitrate of potassium) is manufactured,
under license from the Salt Department, by lixiviating the
nitrous efflorescence in the soil, and subsequently refining
it, to free it from sodium chloride and other impurities.
The greater part of the refined mineral is produced in the
Coimbatore and Trichinopoly districts.
Samarskite, the chief importance of which lies in the
fact that it contains radium, has recently been discovered
in the Nellore mica area.
Steatite (hydrous silicate of magnesium), or soapstone,
as it is called owing to its greasy feel, occurs of good
quality near the village of Mudvaram, seven miles from
Betamcherla in the Kurnool district, where there are ex-
cavations in the dolomite (carbonate of magnesium and
calcium) rock containing thin layers of the mineral.
Articles for domestic use, and carved idols, are made from
it in various districts. The mineral is used commercially
for making gas-burners, electrical insulators, lining for
stoves, etc.
Of the Crystalline rocks which are used for building
purposes, the most beautiful are the porphyries from Cha-
mundi hill, Seringapatam, and other localities, which have
been used as ornamental stones in the new palace of the